December 2025

Dear Friends in Christ,

And what shape are you in following the holidays? Your mental shape, that is--
not your waistline. There's a fair amount of worry out there about how our country

~will do in the coming year. We've had it good for a long run, but things don't seem
quite so rosy lately. Stocks are down, foreclosures on the rise, the dollar is falling,
and economists are finally starting to utter that dreaded word, recession. The
news-papers and magazines are filled with stories of people losing their homes, or
how the latest trend among the beautiful people is shopping at “Tar-jay” (French
pronunciation, please). A steady diet of doom-and-gloom does little for one’s
emotional health. Where do you look for hope?

Many people look toward Christmas to provide a much-needed burst of
optimism. But this can prove treacherous if youre not careful. The stress of
difficult times can leave people--and families--arguing at even this happiest of
seasons. Those who have suffered losses near to Christmas may feel those losses
strongly. And in desperately trying to make this the happiest Christmas ever the
bills can pile up swiftly, leaving one prey to the depression of January's bills
once the luster has worn off the gifts. I suspect that this year the let-down may be
worse than usual.

If these words are resonating with you, find someone to talk to. We need to get
such worries off our chest--left inside, they fester. This is the first step to health. I
welcome you to give me a call at any time (701-660-9677)--1 am always happy to
take time for those in need, and no word will be said outside this office.

And most of all, remember that there is always hope. That is the real message
of Christmas--not the presents, or the family get-togethers, but the promise that
God has come to earth and will always be with us. Or as John would say, “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” No matter what
may befall us, we cannot be separated from the love of God which will see us
through all things, even death itself. Your true hope lies not in your bank account,
but in your Bible. And it is yours for all eternity.

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!
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CIRCLE NEWS

Norman — Wednesday, December 10" @ 1pm, Christmas potluck and gift exchange,

Inez Olson hostess

Stordahl — Pack Cheer Baskets after worship on the 14", Caroling early afternoon

Elm River - Wednesday, December 17" @ 1pm

Stordahl Sunday School Christmas Program

Sunday December 14 during worship




Christmas Eve services
2pm Norman, 3:30 Elm River, 5pm Stordahl

No Worship Service on Sunday, December 28™.
Blessings for a happy New Year!

Annual Meeting Dates:

Stordahl, Monday, January 12 at 7pm

Elm River, Sunday, January 18% following worship
Norman, Sunday, January 25% following worship

Reports Due:

Tri Parish & Elm River, January 5" reports due to
auditors.

Stordahl reports due to Dori by January 8
Norman reports due to Dori by January 19t

The Elm River, Norman and Stordahl Tri-Parish met on November 19th at Elm River Lutheran Church.

Present were: Pastor Peter Schiefelbein, Secretary Dori Elliott and Treasurer Lori Paulson.

Elm River: Kendall Johnson, Ed Judisch and Dawn Flaten

Stordahl: Jeff Voltz and Steve Kyllo

Norman: Ella Mae Satrom, Inez Olson, James Aarsvold and Kevin Lyng

Quorum established, and agenda approved.

Secretary’s Report: from August 13" was read Motion to approve by Dawn F, seconded by Ella Mae, motion carried
Treasurer's Report: All bills and church payments are current. Steve K moved for approval; Kendall seconded. Motion
passed.

Old Business: Mission Sunday postponed due to injury of speaker, hope to reschedule early 2026

Pastor’s Report: confirmation is going well, continued visitation, will be staying in Galesburg on Wednesday evenings to
save on night driving so most visitation will be done on Wednesday and Thursday’s

New Business:

Reviewed Tri Parish agreement. Jeff moved to maintain it, James seconded, and the motion passed.

Went over Christmas and New Years rotating schedule.

Annual meeting dates are set per church guidelines. Stordahl, January 12™ at 7pm, Elm River, January 21* following worship
service, Norman’s January 25™ following worship service.

Annual reports to be turned in as follows: Tri Parish and Elm River reports due on January 5" to Auditors. Stordahl reports to
be turned into Dori by January 8™ Norman reports due to Dori by January 19"

Lent is early in 2026, Ash Wednesday is February 18" at Stordahl. Meals will be at 6pm, Lent services at 7pm.

A budget discussion was held. The Tri Parish will come in under the 2025 budget. Phones have been removed from Elm
River so the budget will be reduced for that in 2026. All other budget items remain the same in 2026. Motion by Kendall and
second by Steve to approve 2026 budget.

Next meeting will be held following a lent service in March

The Lord’s Prayer was said.

Meeting adjourned.

Dori Elliott, Tri-Parish Secretary



